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FROM THE PASTOR 

I wish I saw the people from the other service more often. This 
is the lament that I hear the most often at St Mark. This is also the chal-
lenge of any church large enough to support multiple services. In 2012 we 
will try out a solution: 5th Sundays at St Mark! A handful of times a year, 
the month will have 5 Sundays in it; when these happen, St. Mark is going 
to use them as a time for reunion. On 5th Sundays we are going to come 
together for worship and fellowship. We will follow the single service 
schedule (9:30 Sunday School with 10:45 Worship) and immediately fol-
lowing worship we will gather in the FLC for a potluck luncheon. 

 
And to make those 5th Sundays even more special we are going to 

do some different and creative things musically and with the flow of wor-
ship. For the first 5th Sunday of 2012, January 29, we are going to have 
a special guest preacher, a guitar trio providing the music, and we will 
even have some of St. Markôs own sharing their faith stories. It will be a 
wonderful new thing in the life of St Mark. How can you help? Here are 
four things you can do: 

 
¶ Commit to coming on 5th Sundays so you can see / meet those folks 
who regularly attend the other worship service. 

¶ Bring something delicious for the potluck. 
¶ Make it a point to introduce yourself to someone new. 
¶ Donôt complain when someone is sitting in ñyour spotò but rather thank 
God that so many people love Jesus as much as you do. 

 
Speaking of meeting new people, you may have noticed a lot of 

new faces at St Mark, visitors and new members. You may be feeling a 
little nervous about introducing yourself to someone because you are not 
sure if they are a member or visitor. Here is an easy conversation starter 
that takes away all that fear and anxiety: How long have you been coming 
to St Mark? A simple question, but the answers will be the start of a whole 
new friendship. 
 

Finally, as the New Year starts, let me say that you all have been a 
tremendous blessing to my family as we have settled in Boerne and at St 
Mark. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We are very glad to be 
here and I am blessed beyond measure to be your pastor. 

 
 
 
 

Photos: Choir Cantata; a young shepherd visits us; celebrating Jesusô birthday 
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 REV. DR. TOM HUSER PREACHING JANUARY 1ST 

 The Rev. Dr. Tom Huser, a native of Wewoka, Oklahoma, is a 
graduate of Austin College and Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
where he was awarded the Doctor of Ministry degree in 1990. He was a 
recipient of the Distinguished Service to the Church award given by the 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary Alumni Association in 2003. 
Tom retired in 2002, and he and his wife Shirley now live in Kerrville where 
they attend the First Presbyterian Church of Kerrville. The Husers have 
two married sons and five grand children. Always active in presbytery and 
synod work, Tom and Shirley have served on multiple occasions as com-
missioners to the General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Reminder that St Mark will have only one worship service on Janu-
ary 1, 2012 and that it will be at 10:45. Filling the pulpit that day will be 
Rev Tom Huser, a friend of St Mark who has shared his message with us 
before. Start the New Year off right by worshipping with us on the 1st! 

Thank you to a caring and generous congregation -- the Finance 
Committee is recommending for Session's approval a balanced budget for 
2012! We can meet our financial obligations for the staff and day-to-day 
operation of our church and campus only with the help and generosity of 
you, St Mark's congregation. Thank you for making your pledges and car-
rying through with that commitment throughout the year! 
 Session approved the use of St Mark's facilities for the Diakonia 
Emmaus gathering in February 2012. The Walk to Emmaus is a program 
with the purpose to inspire, challenge, and equipment church officers and 
members, and is designed to strengthen the local congregation. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to offer our facilities to our Christian community. 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR 2012 

 If you are interested in donating flowers to be used in the sanctuary 
on Sundays, please take a minute to sign up on the 2012 flower chart on 
the wall in the hallway next to the door leading to the ELC. Lynn Bellow 
will call you with a gentle reminder when it's your turn. 

 

WOMEN'S SHELTER OPENING JANUARY 23, 2012 

 On a dreary mid-November day, construction workers poured the 
concrete for the shelter parking lot while painters and carpenters were 
busy preparing the interior for occupancy. The 6,950 square-foot shelter 
has the capacity to sleep up to 32 and is scheduled to open on January 
23, 2012. On Sunday, January 22nd, local volunteers, donors, friends and 
the general public are invited to view the new facility during a community-
wide reception from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. We hope everyone will come and 
help us celebrate this special occasion. 
 
 
 
Photos: City Courthouse, Main Plaza; Weichsnacht Float 
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MEADOWLAND CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Smiles, laughter, and excitement of young and old marked the ex-
periences at the MeadowLand Christmas Party on December 10th. St. 
Mark members and friends were blessed with the opportunity to sponsor 
12 young men living in the Log Cabin. Sponsors and their families were 
treated to a delicious lunch and wonderful company by their young hosts. 
What fun to learn more about them! Thank you to each of the boys' caring 
sponsors. Appreciation is also extended to the cabin sponsors who helped 
the church purchase a multitude of fun & practical gifts. Looking forward to 
seeing you there next year, Lynn Bellow 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We wish all of you a Happy New Year! We have been blessed with 
wonderful books donated by St. Mark members and we appreciate these 
very much. 

A suggestion - make it a 2012 resolution to read a devotional book. 
This past year I've been reading "God's Little Devotional Book" and have 
found it to be an inspiring "little gem". The library has a good collection of 
devotional books as well as books categorized as spiritual growth, biog-
raphies, and something for readers of all interest. 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION 

On Monday, January 23, we will meet in FLC 4 at 1:30 PM. We will be dis-
cussing A Voice in the Wind by Francine Rivers. In the Preface, Francine 
Rivers describes herself as a "born-again" Christian, and in this novel, she 
writes of Hadassah, a slave girl and Christian, who lives in a pagan Ro-
man household. Everyone is welcome. 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

The children, staff and Board of the Early Learning Center are so very 
grateful for the past support of our St. Mark family for our major fundraiser, 
the Swing Fore the Kids Golf Tournament. This year we meet again at 
Riverhill Country Club in Kerrville on Saturday, April 21 at 1:30pm 
(shotgun start) for golf and we invite your participation. We encourage you 
to consider forming/sponsoring a team to play or registering as an individ-
ual. We invite non-golfers to attend our dinner and silent auction. This 
yearôs Grand Prize Raffle Award will be for a $1500 Visa Gift Cardðwe 
have only 500 tickets at $20 each for purchase at the ELC office. The dol-
lars raised will be used for scholarships, repairs, equipment and a host of 
other needs. Volunteer assistance on tournament day is appreciated and 
help in any form is welcome. The Golf Brochures can be found in the Nar-
thex hallway by the ELC bulletin board. Please contact Cheryl or Marilyn 
at 830.249.3813. 

 

LUNCH BUNCH AT LIMESTONE GRILL 

The monthly Lunch Bunch group that meets on the first Monday monthly 
at 11:30 am will be gathering on January 9th INSTEAD OF January 2nd 
at the Limestone Grill! Join us on Monday, January 9th @ 11:30 am. 
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OPEN GYM NIGHT 
 
Please join us for Open Gym the first Wednesday of each month from 7:00
-9:00 pm in the Family Life Center. All ages are welcome to play and visi-
tors are encouraged. On January 4th we will hold St. Mark's water pong 
championship! Questions? Contact Paul Whitehead (830) 708-2094 or Jim 
Phelps (830) 428-8672 with suggestions. Join your church community for 
fun and exercise! 
 

CG'S GOING TO VIENNA BOYS CHOIR 

 

The CG's/Empty Nesters Group is planning to attend the Boerne Perform-
ing Arts presentation of the Vienna Boys' Choir on Thursday, February 9th 
at the Boerne Champion High School Auditorium. Purchase your tickets 
online at www.boerneperformingarts.com for either $30, $40, or $50 each. 
Season tickets or other levels of membership are also available. There will 
be a gathering before the performance at the home of Bill Lemoine. De-
tails to follow and please purchase your tickets soon! Nalga Mebane, 
CG's/Empty Nesters Chairperson. 

PEW NEWS 

Kayuki and the Level 2 Girls Team from Boerne Gymnastic Center com-
peted at the Carol Hillenburg State Invitational held on December 3-4 in 
Lancaster. The Team took a clean swept of the top four places all around 
and the Level 2 first place team. Kayuki lead the way taking home 5 gold 
medals. Congratulations State Champions! 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
  
 Glory be! We donated 110 boxes to be sent to children around the 
world. Please pray for the children that will receive them and that Christ 
may be a blessing into their lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: Kayuki Warren competing in gymnastics; MeadowLand Christmas Party 

http://www.boerneperformingarts.com/
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GEM NIGHT IS COMING SOON 

Meet in the FLC on Thursday evenings beginning January 19th for food, fel-
lowship, and study. There is something for everyone (children included!), so 
bring the entire family! Fellowship meal 6:00 - 6:45 PM; Classes 6:45 - 8:00 
PM. Childcare is provided and the entire community is welcome. Please in-
vite your friends and neighbors. Below are the course options: 
 
Read the Bible in 90 Days: Most Christians do read the Bible, but they tend 
to do so in bits and pieces. ST. MARK PRESBYTERIAN HOSTS FOURTH 
ANNUAL GEM NIGHT SERIES 
 
The Boerne community is invited to St. Markôs annual dinner and education-
al series beginning Thursday, January 19th for food, fellowship, and study. 
The series runs for 8 weeks.There is something for everyone (children in-
cluded!), so bring the entire family! Fellowship meal 6:00 - 6:45 PM; Classes 
6:45 - 8:00 PM. Childcare is provided. Dinner is free with donations accept-
ed. The course options are varied: 

 
THE TOTAL MONEY MAKEOVER: You may not know how to make 

a budget, or live without debt. You may not have support from friends and 
family who are in the same boat. You may not know the process of taking 
baby steps to success. Well, we've been waiting for YOU! My Total Money 
Makeover is the "how-to" place for beating debt and taking control of 
your money. We will discuss proven, time-tested steps and tools that both 
teach and inspire people to pay off debt, build wealth, and live in financial 
peace. Tom Allred will lead this class. 

 
LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, A COMMUNION CLASS FOR 

KIDS: When we celebrate Communion, or The Lordôs Supper, we are re-
minded how much Jesus loves us. We are also reminded that as Christians, 
we are called to share that love with others. This class for children grades K-
5 will better familiarize them with the story of the Last Supper and the sym-
bolism of the bread and the cup through hands-on activities, including crafts 
and baking our own bread. (Jennifer Agarwal) 
 

LIFE TOGETHER (A DIETRICH BONHOFFER STUDY): How inex-
haustible are the riches that open up for those who by Godôs will are privi-
leged to live in daily fellowship of life with other Christians! Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer wrote these words while he was helping administer an illegal, clandestine 
seminary in Nazi Germany. Many folks in the Church today focus on the fail-
ures of Christians to live well together but miss the great grace and joy that 
God is offering them. Together we will take a journey through Life Together 
guided by Bonhoeffer, centered on Christ as only he can, and in the process 
we will be challenged and encouraged to be more Christ like in our daily as-
sociations both within the walls of church and beyond. (Pastor Michael Brun-
deen) 

 
KNIT 2 GETHER: This class will cover knitting basics from casting 

on to cables and everything in between. Open to anyone 8 years and older. 
Participants should plan on bringing practice yarn and knitting needles. 
(Susan Penrod) 
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SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR HEALTHY FAMILIES: Families with school age 

children are invited to register for the parenting classes during GEM nights. The 
families will have dinner beginning at 6 p.m. and then attend class together with 
their children who are 9 years old and older. The younger children will have child-
care provided in room 106 of the Family Life Center. Geri Clouse and Carolyn 
Lester facilitate the class as the families learn and laugh together, draw closer 
and develop a network of positive communication that builds balance between 
work, school and family. Families leave after seven weeks of class with "tools" to 
deal with their relationships and challenges. (Geri Clouse and Carolyn Lester) 
One working mother of two evaluated the class: This is an awesome workshop 
that brought our whole family to a more workable and peaceful place. I am very 
thankful we had the opportunity to attend. One of the high school students wrote: 
After the class, I found that the things I always wanted to tell my mom, I actually 
could because now I wasn't afraid of her judging me or distrusting me. Please 
call (830) 537-6367 to register your family. The class is free and open to all 
parents with children who would like to attend. For more information please 
see www.stmarkelc.org. 

 To register for all classes (except for Survival Skills above) call the 
church office at 830.816.3000). 
 

CHILDRENôS CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SPOTLIGHT ON A CHILD This month we shine the spotlight on Reese Tarwater. 
Reese will be 7 next month, and he is a 1st grader at Cibolo Creek Elementary. 
Reese enjoys ñHis Singersò, St. Markôs childrenôs choir, and he is excited to begin 
karate soon. His favorite color is blue, and he loves powdered donuts! His favorite 
subject in school is art, and his favorite things about St. Mark are Mo Ranch, Va-
cation Bible School, and watching his daddy play guitar in the praise band. In his 
free time Reese loves playing with his little sister, riding his bike, building Legos, 
playing with Finn McMissile, and reading. 
 
CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL Calling all kids! Childrenôs Sunday school 
meets in the Childrenôs Ministry Building from 10:10am-11:00am. Fun, friends, 
and feasting on Godôs word await children from the baby stage all the way 
through 5th grade. Kids grades 3-5 are encouraged to bring their New Adventure 
Bibles if they have one. Come see what the fun is all about! 
 
HIS SINGERS Make a joyful noise! St. Markôs childrenôs choir, ñHis Singers,ò is in 
full swing! Children in grades Kinder through 5th meet during the 9AM worship 
service to sing in the choir room. 
 
FAMILIES SERVING IN WORSHIP The Worship Committee at St. Mark is asking 
for your help. They are in search of families who are feeling called to serve in ei-
ther worship serviceéeither by greeting, processing with the bread, passing out 
the bulletins and offering plates, and/or reading scripture during the service. If you 
and your family would like to serve God in this way by being a part of either the 
9am or 11:10am service, please contact Jennifer Agarwal. 
 
ACOLYTES NEEDED We are excited about resurrecting the Acolyte Ministry at 
St. Markôs 11:10am service. We are in need of children grades 2nd through 5th 
to light the candles at the beginning and extinguish them at the end of the late 
service. If you ordinarily attend the early worship service, this is a great opportuni-
ty to try out the later, more traditional service while your child is serving as an aco-
lyte. Training is provided. If your child would like to serve in this way, please con-
tact Jennifer Agarwal. 

 
 
Photos: Reese Tarwater; Youth Christmas Party, Caitlyn Phillips; Cito Garza balancing dice; 
Kennedy Cox and her biggest fans 


