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A Message from the Pastor 

Behold I bring you tidings of great joy. Well not yet. You see it is advent, and these 
days the process of advent is truly counter-cultural. Advent is about anticipation. 
Advent is about waiting. 
 
Advent is about being alert. I fear we have become a nation with no patience for 
waiting. This is no more evident than the ñChristmas season.ò Once, we all knew 
there was value in taking some time to build anticipation, to take stock, to practice 
Thanksgiving. Now in our consumer-driven culture, the consumption of Christmas is 
far more important to the national bottom line than the consumption of Thanksgiv-
ing.  (I realize that there is a lot of money spent on travel and food in the days before 
Thanksgiving, but we are never told to help the economy by going to the grocery 
store). 
 
If you were a space alien visiting the USA you might conclude that Halloween was 
the holiday before Christmas. You would note that nationally what is lifted up at 
Thanksgiving was not family but the importance of a good Black Friday. You certainly 
would be able to make the case that we skip that love and hearth and nurture stuff for 
another round of instant gratification; this time the candy and costumes are replaced 
with electronics, clothes, and automobiles all wrapped with pretty little bows. 
 
I am not suggesting that you shouldnôt give gifts to friends and family, nor am I sug-
gesting that your gifts should not be generous or extravagant if you are so moved 
and can afford them. What I am suggesting is that we collectively speak less about 
the significance of all our holidays, and somehow we have moved Christmas with a 
message of purchase and receive sooner and sooner in the year. 
 
Into this time, the Church is a quiet voice that says: ñWait! remember; Remember! 
wait.ò  Wait! Because it is time not to rush into the carols and the nativity but to expe-
rience the profound listening that comes with waiting for the arrival of the Christ child 
even as they centuries ago were waiting for a messiah.  Remember what this season 
is about.  The One who became flesh and dwelt among us.  Remember! That same 
Christ who came once promises to come again. Wait and be alert for that blessed 
day may come as a thief in the night. Waiting and remembering; remembering and 
waiting, two things that Americans seem to have lost patience with, two things that 
are at the heart of this countercultural thing we call Advent. 
 
Throughout Advent we will hold up the Advent Virtues: Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love 
in our sermon series.  I hope that you will find time in your busyness to practice the 
Advent disciplines of prayer and daily devotional reading.  Attend worship regularly, 
and make plans to attend worship somewhere in your travels.  Remember and 
wait.  Make time for God. 
 
Christmas this year falls on a Sunday.  So that our many volunteers can enjoy 
Christmas morning with their families, St Mark has elected to have a single ser-

vice on, Sunday, Christmas Day, at 4:00 PM. 
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Welcome all Parents of Young Children 

 

St. Mark ELC and our collaborative provide classes here at the church and 
at other churches in our community to teach parents of young children. 
Our funding is through the Kronkosky Foundation, Precious Minds, New 
Connections (PMNC). We are in the process of seeking funding for our 
11th year with this grant. Our collaborative includes The Hill Country Preg-
nancy Care Center, Benedictine Ministries and St. Peter the Apostle Cath-
olic Church. Geri Clouse is the instructor and director of the grant. Togeth-
er with Geri Clouse, we write and administer the grant.  We also provide 
classes in Spanish. 
 
The following quote is from our grant application: 

 
A fifty-seven-year-old mother who had adopted twin boys at 
birth came to the PMNC classes exhausted, exasperated, 
and desperate; her face was sunken and drab. Her boys, 
now two-and-a-half-years-old were, in her own words, 
ókilling herô.  She returned after attending (just) the first 
week of class a completely changed person. Her entire de-
meanor had changed, she was refreshed, and upbeat. She 
shared that she had, for the first time, a truly enjoyable day 
with her boys simply because she learned that their behav-
ior was completely normal.  She learned that her exhaus-
tion was coming from trying to contain the normal, beauty 
of a developing energetic child. She learned how to use 
that same energy to embrace, rather than inhibit, her 
boys.  óI never knew I was supposed to play with my kids,ô 
she told the class. óI now have permission to play!ô Week 
after week she was eager to share her new successes as 
she blossomed physically, emotionally and cognitively.  Her 
final message on her satisfaction questionnaire was simple, 
óI am confident NOW as a parent-I have the tools. 

 
When parents attend these classes we have the opportunity to welcome 
and embrace them here at our church. St. Mark greeters pray with the 
class and greet each of them. If you would like to help welcome our com-
munity to parenting classes at St. Mark in Jesusô name, please contact 
Cheryl Hamner in the ELC, 830-249-3813.  We have a schedule of clas-
ses to be held here for the winter months!!  Watch for a sign-up sheet on 

Interesting Bible fact: The layout of  the book of Isaiah is almost exactly that 
of the entire Bible itself.  

The Bible has sixty-six books; Isaiah has sixty-six chapters.  
The Old Testament has thirty-nine books; the first section of Isaiah has thir-

ty-nine chapters.  
The New Testament has twenty-seven books; the last section of Isaiah has 

twenty-seven chapters.  
The Old Testament covers the history and sin of Israel, as does Isaiah 1-39.  
The New Testament describes the person and ministry of Christ, as does 

Isaiah 40-66.  
The New Testament begins with the ministry of John the Baptist. The se-
cond section in Isaiah (chapter 40) begins by predicting this ministry.  
The New Testament ends by referring to the new heavens and the new 
earth. Isaiah ends his book by describing the same things. (Compare Isa. 

66:22 with Rev. 21:1-3.)  
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AGNUS DEI MOVED TO DECEMBER 18th @ 5:00 pm (new date) 
 
Lamb of God, Born to Us is a Concert of Worship for Christmas, featuring 
the songs of Michael W. Smith and created by David Hamilton. Our Chan-
cel Choir presents this Christmas worship concert on Sunday, December 
18th at 5:00pm. The beautiful melodies of the season, old and new, along 
with the connecting narratives which come straight from the Word of God, 
combine to bring the timeless message of the birth of our Savior to light in 
a fresh, new way. Invite your friends and neighbors to join you to hear the 
Good News on December 18 in the St. Mark sanctuary. 

GEM NIGHT 

 

Mark your calendarséGEM Nights are returning! Meet in the FLC on 
Thursday evenings beginning January 19th for food, fellowship, and 
study. There is something for everyone (children included!), so bring the 
entire family! Check out the web site and the ACE bulletin board for info. 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Yearôs 
Day. Merry Christmas and blessings to each of you in 2012!  If your 
class decides to meet anyway, please let Wendyl know how he can help 
with your room set-up as the classrooms will NOT be set up. 
 

St. MARK PRAYER VIGIL 
 

There will be a 12 hour prayer vigil on Friday, December 2nd from 9:00 am 
until 9:00 pm to kick off Advent Season. Prayer cards will be placed in the 
narthex and in the pews. You will have the opportunity to write your prayer 
down and either sign your name or keep it anonymous. There will be a box 
in the narthex to place the cards in. People will be there to pray over the 
cards and/or with you. Sign up in the Narthex. Please contact Jennifer 
Agarwal at 830-816-3000 or JenniferA@stmarktx.org with your questions 
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHILDRENôS HOME AND SERVICES 

 

The board, staff and children of Presbyterian Childrenôs Home and Ser-
vices invite you to join us for the Christmas Open House at the San An-
tonio Campus, 6355 Whitby Road, San Antonio, TX 78240, Tuesday, 
December 6, 6-8 pm. Bring a stocking stuffer if you must, but your pres-
ence is the best gift you could give. Refreshments will be served. 
 

COMPASSION IN ACTION 

 

Compassion In Action meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 
in the Family Life Center of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. Ministry mem-
bers work on a variety of fabric and yarn projects. One project is turbans 
for cancer patients. Ninon Truax created the turban pattern.  Monthly, on 
average 60 turbans, representing 150 hours of service, in addition to pil-
lows and hats are provided to the Oncology Department at Wilford Hall. 
Caps and booties are provided to the Neonatal center. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON A CHILD 

 

This month we shine the spotlight on Priya Agarwal. Priya is 10 years old 
and a 4th grader at  Cibolo Creek Elementary. Priya loves soccer, swim-
ming, and art. Her favorite colors are pink and blue, and she loves to eat 
baked potatoes! She enjoys science and singing in the choir at 
school.  Her favorite memories of St. Mark are Mo Ranch and Vacation 
Bible School.  In her free time Priya loves to read and do art projects. 

 

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 

 

Children are invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus Sunday, December 11th 
at 10:45am (during the Sunday school hour) in the FLC.  Children will start 
off in Sunday school and then be led to the FLC for the celebra-
tion.  Please have your child bring a ñgiftò for Jesusécanned goods that 
will be donated to Hill Country Daily Bread. 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Families are invited to attend the Christmas Eve worship service on De-
cember 24th at 5pm. Children of all ages will enjoy this special time as we 
read the Christmas story and sing carols. There will no child care Christ-
mas Eveéeveryone is welcome! 

 

HIS SINGERS 

 

Make a joyful noise! St. Markôs childrenôs choir, ñHis Singers,ò is in full 
swing! Children in grades Kinder through 5th meet during the 9AM worship 
service to sing in the choir room. Thank you to Janelle Lambert for filling in 
while Mr. Phil is recovering from illness!! 

 

CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Calling all kids! Childrenôs Sunday school meets in the Childrenôs Ministry Building from 
10:10am-11:00am. Fun, friends, and feasting on Godôs word await children from the 
baby stage all the way through 5th grade. Kids grades 3-5 are encouraged to bring their 
New Adventure Bibles if they have one. Come see what the fun is all about! THERE 

WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 25th or JANUARY 1st! 
 

FAMILIES SERVING IN WORSHIP 

 
The Worship Committee at St. Mark is asking for your help. They are in search of fami-
lies who are feeling called to serve in either worship serviceéeither by greeting, pro-
cessing with the bread, passing out the bulletins and offering plates, and/or reading 
scripture during the service. If you and your family would like to serve God in this way by 
being a part of either the 9th. 
 

ACOLYTES NEEDED 

 

We are excited about resurrecting the Acolyte Ministry at St. Markôs 
11:10am service. We are in need of children grades 2nd through 5th to light 
the candles at the beginning and extinguish them at the end of the late 
service. If you ordinarily attend the early worship service, this is a great 
opportunity to try out the later, more traditional service while your child is 
serving as an acolyte. Training is provided. If your child would like to serve 
in this way, please contact Jennifer Agarwal. 
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 Youth News 

 

What a wonderful time we had at Mo-Ranch at our all church retreat in November. The 
youth got to spend time together in a place where you can leave all your worries behind 
you and just absorb the beauty of nature and all that God had created. People leave Mo
-Ranch with a sense of peace, renewed strength, healing and much needed rest. What 
a blessing it was for all of us to come together and fellowship in this special way. 
 

Ask our youth about: 

Kennedy Cox-scoring 12 out 22 baskets Slade Klein-his new record collection 
Keaton Cox-basketball season  Sydnee Hodge-marching band competition    
Ginny Brundeen- CHS play   Ethan Brundeen-his Veteranôs Day speech 
Brandon Goad-off season football             Troy Barraza-BMSN football 
Cito Garza-CHS swim meet   Stefan Garza-area playoffs for soccer 
Nash Bellow-camping with tBoy Scouts  John Hodge-Curington Band 
Sara Hoffmann-tennis   Kaley Barkley-going to volleyball playoffs    
Erin Kavanagh-her love of reading Adam Cashion-active sports schedule 
Kara Duncan-CHS cheerleading  Rachel Nelson-graduating early        
Kamryn Barkley-basketball season 
 

BMSN-Boerne Middle SchooL  BHS-Boerne High School 

CHS-Champion High School   FOR-Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary 
 

Youth Rummage Sale 

 

We had another great youth rummage sale. Thank you everyone for donating your 
items. You helped make this a great success. Also, thank you to John Stassi and Jim 
Phelps for helping bring in the larger items. We sold over $1500.00 worth of ñtreasuresò. 
These funds help send our youth on mission trips. THANK YOU! 
 

Mid-Winters 2012 at Mo-Ranch 

 

Mid-Winter time is almost here. This is an event that our youth look forward to every 
year.  Senior High is Jan 27-29. Michael Brundeen will be our keynote speaker. Junior 
High will be February 3-5. What a great opportunity to gather with youth from all over 
and create friendships that are God centered. It amazes me how many youth will tell 
you that it was at Mid-Winters when they opened their hearts and accepted Christ into 
their lives. Please let Jessika Goad know if you are interested in going. 
 

December Events 

 

December is a wonderful time in the life of the church. It can also be an overwhelming, 
stressful and chaotic time of year for many. We provide opportunities to gather 
and  thank God for the birth of his son Jesus Christ. The best way we can glorify God is 
to spend time with him. We invite you to our many fun events we have planned for De-
cember such as our youth Christmas party, sports days, Christmas parade, Meadow-
land Christmas party and much more. A youth calendar is available on our church web-
site. Peace to you all during this glorious time of year.   Jessika Goad 
 

 

New Members 

 

St. Mark gained six new members in November.  We are excited to welcome Sue Davis by  

Letter Of Transfer from First Presbyterian Church Bryan, Tx, Virginia Hadley by Letter Of 

Transfer from a now closed Presbyterian Church in Kansas, Richard and Linda Fry by  Let-

ter Of Transfer from Leon Springs Presbyterian Church, Leon Springs, Texas and Andy and 

Monica Phillips by Letter Of Transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Kerrville, Texas 


