A Message from the Pastor

Behol d | bring you tidings of great joy. \
days the process of -caudwveunrAadlvi esntt riud yalcowtnt a
Advent is about waiting.

Advent is aboult fhbeamgwelRate become a nati
waiting. This is no more evident than the
there was value in taking some time to bu
Thanksgiving. Nowdriinveaurcuddrugwemert he consu
far more important to the national bottom
i ndg.l realize that there is a | ot of money
Thanksgiving, but we are never told to he
store).

I f you were a space alien visiting the US
the holiday before Christmas. You would n
Thanksgiving lbwats thlhe ifmméodtyance of a good
would be able to make the case that we ski
another round of instant gratification; th
with electronics, c¢clothes, and automobiles
I am not suggesting that you shouldndt gi v
gesting that your gifts should not be gen
and can afford them. What | am suggesting
the significance ofoméhowuwe hlnaveae amsye@an@h
message of purchase and receive sooner and
Into this time, the ChuricMaiitd a eqneimbtr v o iRe
wai tWad t ! Because it is time not to rush in

t

i
rience thkeiptefnbogdt hat comes with waiting

en as they centuries ag®ewmembewaiwhahgt hob
i s ablchwet .One who became f | eshemenndb edrwe | Tth aatm
Christ who came once promises to come aga

day may come as a thief in the night. Wa i
waiting, two things that Americans seem 't
are at the heart of this countercultural t

Throughouwe Advkeht hol d wu
in our sermomoperitdat vy
Advent disciplines of p
and make plans to atte
waiMake time for God.

p the Advent Virtue
ou will find time |
rayeernt taeamd dvairlsyhi ¢e
nd wor stRiepne mbeewhaa!
Christmas this yearSd attHast omura mamyd awal unt e
Christmas morning with their families, St
vice on, Sunday, Christmas Day, at 4:00 PM



Wel come all Parents of Young Chil d

St . Mar k ELC and our <coll aborative pr
at ot her churches i n our community t
Our funding is through Rrheec iKoruwsn kMisrkd
Connections (PMNC). We are in the pr
1i%Vear with this grant. Our collabor
nancy Care Center, Benedictine Minist
olic Church. Geri Clouse is the instr
er with Geri Cl ouse, we wWet al aondpad
classes in Spanish.

The following quote is from our grant

A f-sév-ganaorl d mot her who had adopte
birth came to the PMNC cl asses e

and desperat e; her face was sunk:
now -awdhayeéaoslsd wer e, i n her ow
oOkilli ®Spe heedurned after attendi
week of class a completely change
meanor had changed, she was refre
shared that she had, for the firs
with her boys simply because she

ior was complS®hellyeamromaeamhl| t hat her
tion was coming from trying to ¢
of a developing energetic child.
t hat s ame ener gy t o embr ace, ra
boysl never knew | was supposed t
she told the class. o | now have

after week she was eager to shar
she bl ossomed physically,Hemoti on
final message on her satisfaction
0l am confident-l NODAW @ast lae ptao@Ing .

When parents attend these classes we
and embrace them here at our church.
class and greet each of them. I f you
munity to parenting classes at St . \
Cheryl Hamner i-2n4-9t8hle3VeE LhCa v e8 380 s chedul
ses to be held her e Waotrc ht hfeou wi as tsa rgtnm

Interesting Bible fact: The | ayout of tf
of the entire Bible itself.

The Bi bl e-shaxs bsoioxktsy;, | s-ai ahchapter gty
The Ol d Testamantmehé&dooklsirtpwe first sect

tsnine chapters.
The New Testamedsstevieas bow&rstythe | ast sec
t wensteywen chapters.

The Ol d Testament covers the histor39.and
The New Testament describes the person &
| sai ath6 .40
The New Testament begins with the minist
cond section in Isaiah (chapter 40) beg
The New Testament ends by referring to
eart h. |l saiah ends his book by describin

66: 22 with3Repv. 21:1
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AGNUS DEI MOVED TO DECEMBER 18th @ 5:

Lamb of God, Born to Us is a Concert
the songs of Michael W. Smith and cre
cel Choir presents this Christmas wor
18th at 5:00pm. The beauti ful mel odi e
with the connecting narratives which
combine to bring the timeless message
a fresh, new way. I nvite your friends
Good News on December 18 in the St. )\

GEM NI GHT

Mar k your <calendarséGEM Nights are
d

Thursday evenings ben§ onnifrogpodJ arfuedrly
study. There is something for everyo
entire family! Check out the web sit

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

There wildl be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on C
Day. Merry Christmas and bl eslsfi nyou!
class decides to meet anyway, pl ease
with yourupr caosm tsheet cl assrooms wi | | N ¢
St . MARK PRAYER VI GI L

There wild. be a 12 hour prayer vigil
unt il 9: 00 pm to kick off Advent Sea:c
narthex and in the pews. You wil!/| ha\
down and either sign your name or kee
in the narthex to place the cards 1in
cards and/or with you.PlSiagsnre wponitrmact |
Agarwal-8a8086800r Jennifer A@st mar kt x. o

PRESBYTERI AN CHI LDRENG6S HOME AND S

The board, staff and children of Pr
vices invite you to join us for the
toni o Campus, 6355 Whitby Road, San
Decembe8 pm. 6Bring a stocking stuffe
ence is the best gift you could give
COMPASSI ON I N ACTI ON

Compassion I n Action meets on the 1s
in the Family Life Center of St. Ma r
bers work on a variety of fabric anda
for cancer patients. Ni non NMooakl|l gre
average 60 turbans, representing 150
| ows and hats are provided to the O
Caps and booties are provided to the
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SPOTLI GHT ON A CHI LD

This month we shine the spotlight on
and a 4th Cghader Cateek EIl ementary. Pr
mi ng, and art. Her favorite colors a
baked potatoes! She enj oys science
schodér favorite memories of St . Ma r
Bi ble Somhddelr. free time Priya | oves t

Bl RTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS

Children ar®irnhdagdPaotg for Jesns
at 10:45am (during the Surchdy dgemo ami
of f i n Sunday school and t hen be I
ti om.ease have your <child bring a fAgi

[
wi || be donated to Hill Country Daily

FAMI LY CHRI STMAS EVE WORSHI P SERVI

Families are invited to attend the C
cembewmat245pm. Chil dren of al/l ages wi
read the Christmas story and sing ca
mas Eveéeveryone is wel come!

HI'S SI NGERS

Make a joyful noi se! St . Mar kdés chil
swing! Children in gmeadtesdKiinmgrt hér@
service to sing in the choir room. TF
whil e Mr. Phil is recovering from il/
CHI LDRENGS SUNDAY SCHOOL

Calling all kids! Childrends Sunday school

10: 14dmO00am. Fun, friends, and feasting on
baby stage all the way th#¥owght =®tnltogradged K|
New Adventure Bibles if they have one. C o0 me

Wi LL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 25th or

FAMI LI ES SERVI NG I N WORSHI P

The Worship Committee at St. Mark is asking
lies who are feeling called to serve in ei.-t
cessing with the bread, passing out the bu
scripture during the service. I f you and yol
being a part of either the 9t h.

ACOLYTES NEEDED

We are excited aboAcolryaseurMiercits tnrgy ta
11:10am seWeiarree i n need ndfhrohiglbd rba g f
the candles at the beginning and ext
service. I f you ordinarily attend th
opportunity to try out the | ater, mo
serving as an acolyte. Training is pr
in this way, please contact Jennifer



Yout h News

What a wonderful -Rameh wat hawr adl IMochurch re
youth got to spend time together in a place
you and just absorb the beauty of nature an
-Ranch with a sense of peace, renewed streng
a blessing it was for all of wus to come tog

Ask our vyouth about:

Kennedyc®ax ng 12 ouSl| &2d®e -hkalskiaresw record col |
Keat onb aCsokxet bal | seasyaddmee -Mfadgbki ng band com
Ginny BrGH8eplhay Et han Brhuinsdeeent er anbs Day
BrandonofGbasieason f olatobya IB-BMS&z & oot ball

Cito G&Szawi m meet Stefan-aGa&razel ayoffs for
Nash Beampwng with OUBboy SH@wWmiesgt on Band
Sara Hof £mans Kal ey Baoriknlgeyt o voll eybal
Erin Kakhenaigbhve of Adadi €g-abiomne sports sch
Kara D«€fmHSamheer|l eadRaghel -Neddwating early
Kamr yn Barskleaypal | season

BMSMBoerne Middle SchBlBberne High School
CHS hampion High SchroRFair Oaks Ranch EI emen

Yout h Rummage Sal e

We had another great youth rummage sal e. T
it ems. You helped make this a great success
Phel ps for helping bring in the |l arger item
These funds help send our youth on mission

Mi-&Ni nt er s 26Rlancaht Mo

Mi-wi nter time is al most her e. This is an e
yea%enior HigB9i sMlehaelr Brundeen wil/l be o
Hi gh wil |l be. FWhatuaaygBeat opportunity to g
and create friendships that are God center e
you that i-Wi waseratwhMen they opened their he
their 1lives. Pl ease |l et Jessika Goad know i
December Events

December is a wonderful time in the |ife of
stressful and chaotic time of year for ma
and hank God for the birth of his son Jesus

to spend time with him. We invite you to ou
cember such as our youth Christmas party, .
l and Christmas party and much more. A youth
siPeace to you all/l dur i ngl etshsiisk ag IGoraidous ti m
New Members

St . Mar k g ned six new members in Novemb

i
ransfer from First Presbyteria
om a now closed Presbyterian C
sfer from Leon Springs Presby
l'ips by Letter Of Transfer fr
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